Medical ethics is that branch of applied philosophy which considers issues of values raised by medical practice, and should not be equated with 'principlism'. Clarification offacts/values distinctions is an important part of this work. The notion that medical philosophy can flourish in the hands of medical 'generalists' without specialist philosophers, is misguided. Both must work together to promote right reason and right action in medical education and practice.
It is ironic that a general practitioner should be defending the role of ethicists in the medical establishment against a philosopher who is a senior lecturer in medical ethics! My short article on virtue ethics in medicine was not an attack on 
